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	Boundaries 

• Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9, 15-20, 39-40 

Karen Jordan, member, Summit Church of North Little Rock 
Baby, come back here, right now!” My mother-in-law’s midnight-black, 10-year-old cockapoo scampered off, ignoring my instructions. Usually content with her surroundings, Baby decided to try to take advantage of her substitute caretaker.

“Okay, I’ll just get your leash,” I murmured to myself. So, I turned around, abandoned my walk through the scenic Texas neighborhood, and proceeded to my in-law’s garage, in an attempt to locate a restraining device for my disobedient companion. A few minutes later, when I caught her, I snapped on her leash and continued our walk.

Baby stretched her leash in an attempt to wander again, only to realize her limits by my quick yank on her collar. 

After several failed attempts to escape, she submitted to my control and enjoyed herself within the boundaries I set for her. When I arrived at my in-law’s colonial-style gazebo in their gorgeous backyard garden, the calming greenery and flowering plants lifted my spirit. Baby rested on the cool pavement, while I read a chapter of my new John Grisham novel.

Baby’s contentment after submitting to her master reminds me of my own need for God, my Master, during my restlessness. When I stray beyond my own financial, spiritual, emotional and physical limits, I usually discover there are unexpected consequences. But as I seek God, I find peace in His direction and boundaries.

I’m not alone in my struggle with disobedience. I believe it’s part of our spiritual heritage. The children of Israel experienced difficulty of obeying God’s commandments as evidenced by their wilderness journey. Moses warned them to follow God’s laws, so they would “take possession of the land that the Lord” (Deut. 4:1) promised them. 

But the arduous journey tested Israel beyond the boundaries of their faith. And when fear and doubt overwhelmed them, Moses encouraged them: “... seek the Lord ... with all your heart and with all your soul ...” (Deut. 4:29).

In Matthew 22:37-38, Jesus proclaims His “greatest commandment” to us: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.” Jesus came to provide “the way and the truth and the life” (John 14:6) for us. We can’t overcome the temptations of our private wilderness journeys with our own willpower, knowledge or strength. But as we seek Christ, He provides the perfect “rein” of obedience in our lives. As we allow His Spirit to “reign” in our lives, He will protect us, guide us and connect us to our Heavenly Father.


